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LITERARY NOTES

Affairs of West Africa, by Edmund D. Morel (" E. D. M.")
Demy 8vo, cloth, with 32 plates and maps, 12s. (London :
William Heinemann, 21, Bedford Street, W.C.)

MR. MOREL claims to approach the subject of West Africa
as an independent critic and he certainly deals with his subject
with some originality.

Much valuable information has been collected and embodied
in this work and the book on the whole is interesting reading.
The attempt to compile and tabulate statistics of the trade of
Kano is a novelty amongst recent works upon West Africa.
The historical portion of the book is of great interest, and raises
points which will be keenly discussed as to the origin and
relationships of Sudan peoples. By a close study of the tales of
travellers, and all available literature on West Africa, Mr. Morel
has acquired considerable local colour, and his book shows
throughout the deep interest with which he approaches African
problems.

The very number of these problems constitutes the difficulty
of framing a complete or perfectly coherent book on West
Africa. Mr. Morel tacitly admits the difficulty, and meets it
by giving a number of more or less detached studies, which he
does not attempt to link together in any very systematic way.
He takes up as they come questions of trade, history, origins,
administration, taxation, native life, and so on. On many of
these most controverted subjects opinions must differ. For ex-
ample, it may be questioned if he is correct in stating that the
West African trader provides the revenues of the Colonies,
although it might possibly be urged that the merchant in
trading for his own profit incidentally acts as a collector of
revenue.
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It must be remembered, however, that definite information
on many subjects brought before us in this book is as yet so
scanty that for a long time to come no attempt can be made to
sum up all the factors of the African problem and give an
adequate survey of the situation. The materials for such a final
survey are lacking. In the meantime we are grateful to .a
writer who will draw together scattered information, gathering
in much that is not easy of general access, who will place some
of the problems before as with intelligence and skill, and
who will set us thinking. This last part of his work Mr. Morel
has done by frankly telling us what he thinks himself. The
method requires audacity, but Mr. Morel has the courage of his
opinions. It is evident that the administration of West Africa
is the subject which above all interests him, and the principal
feature of his book is an attack on the Crown Colony system,
culminating in a recommendation that the Office of the Crown
Agents for the Colonies should be abolished.

The African Society remains always an impartial and neutral
observer, and in reviewing this book it leaves the reader to form
his own opinions. The subject and its treatment must excite
opposition. Mr. Morel certainly did not enter on a controversy
of this kind without expecting to encounter severe criticism and
to receive some hard blows. He will no doubt welcome all
discussion that tends to manifest the truth and to enlighten the
public intelligence. Meanwhile we note with sincere pleasure
one fact of great importance. The appearance of this book
and the amount of attention which it immediately attracted, is a
welcome evidence of the increasing interest taken by Englishmen
in the fortunes of England's vast dominions in Africa.

British Nigeria: a Geographical and Historical Description of the
British Possessions adjacent to the River Niger, West Africa,
by Lieut.-Col. A. F. Mockler-Ferryman, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S.,
Barrister-at-Law. With map, illustrations, and appendix.
(Cassell & Co., Limited, London, Paris, New York, and
Melbourne.)

THIS work is a worthy supplement to the Author's " British
West Africa" and is the most comprehensive book hitherto


